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Purple Extreme  

Synthetic Lubricant from Bike Medicine 
 
by Charlie Summers, PCI #512 
Illinois State University (IL) Police Department 
IPMBA Industry Liaison 
 
Of all the different lubricant vendors at Interbike, Purple Extreme was the one of the most impressive.  After 
our discussions at their booth, I was anxious to test the samples they had provided. 
Upon returning home from Interbike, I read their comments about the lubricant being designed for dual 
purposes.  They mentioned that the U.S. Navy SEALS use the lubricant for corrosion protection.  Well, I own 
an older model Sig Sauer, and sweat and rain during bike patrol has taken its toll on my faithful companion. 
So my first test was to check it out.  Wow!  I couldn’t have been more amazed with how readily the lube wiped 
away the surface rust collected on my faithful companion.  What is even more impressive is that I haven’t had 
any further surface rust.  I haven’t even had to apply another coat to this point.  The Purple Extreme certainly 
lived up to this claim. 
Well, the next test was to check it out on the bike.  I couldn’t wait to see how the lube would perform during 
Illinois fall weather.  The first test was to go to one of our favorite riding spots where the conditions can wreak 
havoc on chains and drive train components with all the grit, grime and sloppy mud you can imagine. 
I followed their recommendation closely and placed the correct amount of lube on my chain before taking to the 
trail.  The lubricant performed very well under the extreme conditions.  It shed away all the mud, grime and grit 
I could throw at it and allowed continuous shifts throughout the ride.  Again, I was very impressed. 
Purple Extreme is an extreme pressure additive with no oil, wax, PTFE, silicone or ceramic.  All of those 
elements serve to either get dirty quickly or accelerate wear.  They also claim that the lubricant protects from 
wear up to 400°F down to minus 100°F.   This is a little more difficult to test so I guess I’ll take their word for 
it.  It prevents metal-to-metal wear and stops chain wear from the inside out.  They also claim it reduces 
drivetrain noise and will not harden during cold conditions. 
My test to this point has proven Purple Extreme is a top shelf lubricant for both my faithful companion and my 
drivetrain.  It can withstand the conditions Illinois and I have to offer it. 
The folks at Bike Medicine generously provided Purple Extreme and its companion product, Golden Degreaser, 
for the 2008 IPMBA Conference.  We hope they will be a part of our 2009 conference as well. 
Bike Medicine encourages its customers to support independent bike shops and to purchase their products 
locally.  A dealer locator can be found at www.purpleextreme.com.  Products can also be ordered by phone 
(866-286-5823).  For more information, visit www.purpleextreme.com. 
Sgt. Charlie Summers has been with Illinois State University Police for 14 years.  He is currently assigned as 
11-7 shift supervisor.  He has been with the bike patrol unit for the past nine years and bike patrol supervisor 
for the last eight years.  He was certified as an  IPMBA instructor in 2000 and has served as an IPMBA board 
member for two years, currently holding the position of Industry Liaison.  He can be reached at 
cesumme@ilstu.edu. 
 
 (c) 2009 IPMBA.  This product review appeared in the Winter 2009 issue of IPMBA News.  


