Topanga Comp

by Adam Bernhardt, PCI #821
New South Wales Police (Australia)

At present, the majority of stations across New South Wales are using some form of bicycle patrol,
either on a full-time or part-time basis. Most stations using bicycle patrol are found in metropolitan
areas.

NSW Police has bikes in stations as far north as Tweed Heads (borders Queensland, another state on the
eastern seaboard) as far west as Orange (that’s the outback or as close to it as we get!), south to Albury-
Wodonga (near the snowfields) and, of course, all along the coastal areas and in the business areas.

The NSWP Bicycle Patrol has a fleet of 600 mountain bikes, which have been customised to meet our
specific needs. The bikes are hard tail mountain bikes, based on the 2005 model Diamondback Topanga
Comp. A three-year tender process was won by Pacific Brands, with technical advice and support also
coming from Shimano.

Bikes had to include a number of specifications to meet Australian standards: suitable for all terrain;
equipped with hydraulic disc brakes for all-weather use; painted white with full police markings; and
fitted with tyres suitable for both on- and off-road use. Also, a dual suspension (Haro Shift) cross
country model MTB is used.

The Diamondback Topanga Comp is a very versatile and reliable bike. I’ve ridden other brands and
found that the Diamondback best suits our needs. When | was involved in the specifications/testing and
evaluation, | found that this model had parts that were more readily interchangeable and able to be
upgraded and/or modified with ease. For instance, components are generally from the same groupset
rather than having interchanging components (e.g., Shimano FD and SRAM RD).

Instructors’ bikes are fitted with Shimano ‘HONE’ components due to heavy wear and tear during
training.
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Adam is the senior bike instructor for the New South Wales Police Department. He was certified as an
IPMBA Instructor at the 2005 IPMBA Conference in Scottsdale. He can be reached at

31369@police.nsw.gov.au.
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